
Isaiah’s Light in the Darkness: Faith When Hope Feels Heavy 

 

Study #3: Isaiah 24:17-20; Isaiah 25:1-10 

 

Isaiah 24:17-20 (NRSV) 
17 Terror, and the pit, and the snare 

    are upon you, O inhabitant of the earth! 
18 Whoever flees at the sound of the terror 

    shall fall into the pit; 

and whoever climbs out of the pit 

    shall be caught in the snare. 

For the windows of heaven are opened, 

    and the foundations of the earth tremble. 
19 The earth is utterly broken, 

    the earth is torn asunder, 

    the earth is violently shaken. 
20 The earth staggers like a drunkard, 

    it sways like a hut; 

its transgression lies heavy upon it, 

    and it falls, and will not rise again. 

 

Isaiah 25:1-10 (NRSV) 

25 O LORD, you are my God; 

    I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 

for you have done wonderful things, 

    plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
2 For you have made the city a heap, 

    the fortified city a ruin; 

the palace of aliens is a city no more, 

    it will never be rebuilt. 
3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 

    cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
4 For you have been a refuge to the poor, 

    a refuge to the needy in their distress, 

    a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 

When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 



5     the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, 

you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 

    the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

    a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

    of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
7 And he will destroy on this mountain 

    the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

    the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
8     he will swallow up death forever. 

Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

    and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

    for the LORD has spoken. 
9 It will be said on that day, 

    Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

    This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 

    let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
10 For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain. 

The Moabites shall be trodden down in their place 

    as straw is trodden down in a dung-pit. 

 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 

What is your reaction to the situation described in Isaiah 24:17-20? What do you 

think of this language? Can you think of any similar circumstances? 

How do you respond to the words of destruction connected to the actions of God 

(25:2, 7, 10)? Do you think of God in these ways? Why or why not? 

How would you respond to the message of hope in Isaiah 25 if you were living in 

the sort of times described in Isaiah 24? 

What is the relationship between the establishment of God’s feast (25:6) and the 

destruction of the “shroud” over all people (25:7)? What do you think of this? 

What is the nature of the salvation of God described in 25:9? What does this look 

like and how do you think it happens? 

 


